DOCOIEIT IBSOBB 



HI4 120 

AOIHOR 
TITLE 

POB DilE 
BOTE .. . 



EDHS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



Lehr-er, San 
% Television 
Eighth G^ad 

27p. ; Paper 
the Interna 
Illinois, A 



HF-$0.83 HC 
♦Childhood 
j^Childrens 
Grade 7; Gr 
Interests; 
Viewing 



CS 501 812 

dra G,; Cissna, Kenneth •k, Leone 
Viewing of Selected Sixth, Serenth, and 
€ Students. ' 

to be presented at the Annual Heating a£ 
tionar Gciiunication Associatian (Chicago, 
pril 1978) 

•$2.06 Plus Postage, 
AttitU'des; ♦Childhood Interests;' 
Television; EleientAy Educatloia; Grade 6; 
ade 8; .Junior High Schools; ♦Student 
♦Television Research; ♦Teleiris^<jn 



\ ABSTRACT ... 

In this study of children's television viewing/ 105 
junior*high*school .students reported the television prograis they 
watched, the aiount of tiie they spent each day' watching television, 
. and \heir reasons for watching television. The fpllowing results axe ^ 
^reported: sixth graders watch lore telsvisi^on than do seventh or 
eighth graders;^ sixth-grade feiales watch 'aoi;e television than do 
sixth^g'rade miring; aore television viewing o<;:curs on Saturday than on 
. any ol^her day of the week; situation coaedies are the prograis most 
often viewed, followed by a group of prpgraa' categories that include 
adventure, cartbon/i^antasy, and gaie shows; and the reasons for 
wat'chinij television vary by sex and grad^ bo* dc.no't indicate a 
■atu&ing patt€?rn of prograa selection. The report concludes by ^ 
coiparing its findings with other studies of . children's television , 
Lewina and by suggestifig topic's fo^r further research. (RL) 
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^ Television Vising of Selected 

Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Grade Students 



In. 1948, there were only 100,000 television sets in America hones 
(Schranm, Lyle, & Parker, 1961). Since then, the popularity of television 
has 'greatly increased and more recent surveys have concluded that 99.9% of * ^ 
American heroes wired for eleotricity have at least one television set 
(U.S. Bureau' of the Census, 1976). 

A3 television becane a significant American pastime, intensi^® research 
of the • televisiOTi viewing audience began. MDSt of the early studies 
treated the audience as a' unitary, homogeneous group (Click Si Levy, 1962) , 
and some researchers still speak in terms of the f"mass audience" (Marshall, 
Eiseben, IXmcan, & Bogarin, 1974) . Itiere have, however, been sone television 
researchers who have recognized and examined divisions in the viewing audience 
(Seldes,- 1950; Skornia, 1965; Bciwer> ,1973). ' Similarl^^^ is the assvmption, 
of this paper that the viewing audience is a heterogieneous ^oip iihijch 
can be categorized at least in terms of the amour^ of time spent viewing 
^ television, the types of television programs watched,. and the reasons 

for watching television. ^ * 

Tte particular division of the, viewing audience dealt with in this paper 
. is childrm.- Youngsters spend one-fourth to one-half of their waking hours 
.watching television (U.S. President's Task Force, 1969), and 'the average 
child will watch 15,000 hou3?s of television by the time he or she graduates' 
from high school (Potter, 1971) . Television has become a means of educating 
children "both in the sense of providing specific items of information and 
in broadening the outlook of, the viewers" (©elson, 1969, p. 235). 'if 
television is in fact a means 6f educating our children, it follows that the 



vic3eo "curriculum" tuned into by our children should be studied (Belscn, 1969; 
Gerson, 1966). This study should include an analysis of the "course- of study" 
selected by (ihildroi, not only because .it would tell us v*iat they are 
leam^g, but also beca\ase the selection represents their values and goals 
(Proefriedt, 1971). 

Despite the sproig force that television exerts on the education of 
today's youtl^.^-^ff^e are relatively few studies \*iich analyze the child's 
vievdjig habits. The conclusions drawn by these st^jdies have been largely 
inconplete or conflicting. Furthermore, none of the studies ancilyze both 
the statistical aspects of hew much television is watched and vAiat program . 
selections are made, and the motivational aspect of why children watch 
television. * , ' . ' 

The purpose of this study is ,to investigate the^ viewing habits ot 
sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students, approximately ages ten throc^h 
fifteen. Specifically, this study will determine for each of the three 

X 

/ grades and both of the sexes, the amount of time spent viewing television, 
- . '' ' • 

the types of programs selected, and the moti*^tion for watching television, 

' ^ ' Review of Literature ' 
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Amount of Television Viewing 

Ihe review of this and other literature will be restricted 1X) the age 
and grade groups vAiich are involved in this ktu^^ .and only occasional 
rfefer^ce will be made to either older ot younger children for^ ocitparison. 

Lyle and Hof finnan (1971) enimerated characteristics distingviishii^ the 
sixth grader's viewing habits frcxn the younger viewer, including increased 
video time oniSxmday # watctiiiig teiLeviBici) as late as 11:00 pan. , and 
Sunday, shadng similar viewing patterns for both sexes. Witty (X95i) 2dso 
noted that the differences bet^^ieen boys' and girls' viewAg was not in the 



amc^t of television' they watched/ but rather in the programs' they selected. 

' • J' ^ , 

M^y of Jaronik's (1975) rfesults reinforce the points made by previous 

studies. For exanple, she agrees with Rubenstein, Constock, and Marry (197]^ 

that pixth grader? watch at least five and oie-half hours of television ^oa school 

ni^ts. She also concurs with Lyle and Hoffrtan that one^third of this audience is 

watching television' after llrOO p.m. Jarcxaik, howefver, conflicts with Lyl^ 

and Hoffrtan^ s findings that the heaviest televisicai viewing this age gro^ occurs 

on Sundays.' She states that Saturday viewing by sixth graders is one to two* 

hours longer than any other day of the week, that Sunday viewing exceeds weekday 

viewing by oar^half to one hour, and that Wednesday prograitining has the largest 

weekday following. She also found, in. contrast with Witty, as well as Lyle and 

Hoffinan, that ten to eleven 'year olds (6th graders) do watch a great deal of 

television during the week,'* 25. 6, hours. Jaronik also discovered thadjie 

• *' * -* ' 

amounts watc±ked by each sex were not the same, with boys usually watching slightly 

nore televisicft than girls. / ^ * • 

' ^ Infornaticn concentLng seventh aild eighth graders is almost non-existent. 

It has been noted, however, that upon entering the ^teoi years, the eic^ith 

grader beocmes more awajre of social life and, as^ a consequence, television viewing 

begins to decrease, becani^g especially appai'ent by sixteen (Shulman, 1973)1 



Types of Programg^ Vfatched - , | 

Avxiiences do Ittapt to select television programs, anfl they make their 



selections based ort the » show's thesqe and the way tiiat theme is handled, 
Ihis process of selection begins very early -in th^ course of a diild's 
viewing career (Click St I^vy, 1962) . 
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It has b^en generally assumed that children are great fans of ^fantasy 

prog]?aras" and that children have great ^^^etita^for violence and other 

fast movijig acticn en television. Hc^^er, severail researchers (SkoiAia, 

1965; Schramn et al, 1961) have suggested that it 'is very difficult for 

children to make informed, free selection of television shews because there 

is a relatively lin[\ited variety, of shgys available at the times *v*ien children . 

are fjfee to j^tch. It should) therefcMr be kept in mind that the limited 

inventory of available programs lAay dictate children's choices* 

Past studies of sixth graders have noted their budding maturity in 

terms of their viewing habits. Morris (1971) has indicated that there is 

still a stroaig, but declining, interest anong sixth graders in cartoons and 

fantasy shows; and that drama has become one of the favorites for this gro\:p. 

Streicher and B*iny (1974) note that tjsn to twelve, year old girls have 

gained considerable interest in the situation oonB^?L-and the drama. In 

contrasty. Lyle and Hoffmm ( 1971) find the adventure^shcw making significant 

gains witdfthe itales pf this age groip. 

* * *■ 

The results bf JAronik's (1975) more recent study differ in many respects 

- from those raaitioned above. While Jaronik agrees that dramatic programs^ 

greatly increase in^ popularity with the sixth grader, she did not f iDd any 

great interest 'in cartocai or fantasy programs. Furthermore, Jafonik found 

that dramatic programs^ ar^ as strong -a favorite with the boys of this age 

group as they are with the girls. In agreemiint with other studies, the 

adventur^ program does enjoy significant gains with the males of this age, 

and' an oven^Lning gitin in "nal^ vie^^rLrvg is made in sgocts programs. 

-With this age group Jaronik also found that a-^amall nurber of fenales had. 

beocme interested in .educational programs and that a f&t9 males had begun 

watching the newd. 



Seventh graders/ entering their teoi years, exhibit mor^ in&ture taste 
in their program selections. Accordijig to Lyle and' Hoffman (1971) , the ^ 
trend for teenagers is -away frcxn the situation comedy and toward more dranatic 

. \ • • ' 

programs. Ttte "Philadelphia S(tudy of the American Research Bureau (1969) 

• « ' , , ■' ' - » * 

points out that sane of the shows that v?ere ranked relatively t^i<^ for the 

\ ■ 

sjjcth grade age group are also^pcpular among seventh and eignth graders; 
however, inigortant differences between these groups are also apparept. 
For exanple, tie popularity of television movies drartatically increases for - 
se\^th and ei^th graders and Qfere is a significant decrease, in the . 
populai^ity of situation comedies. * , 

Reasons for Watching Television ' 

As previously noted, televisio^ watching has an educatiohal outcome 
for the juvenile; however, the educational value is rarely the cause bf 
either the quantity of television watched or the selection^ of program. ' / 
Education hy telefvisicn is not a natter of dx)ice, but rather is usually a 
sort of "incidental learning" (Schramfn et al, 1961) . Entertainment^ a^SQ/ 
is not the sol5 contributirtg factor in children's television viewing.^ j 
Ihere are many Indxxjenents for watching television and some of these factors |^ 
c^ be related t# age categories. ^ 



Initially, the youngest child resorts to the txibe'as a means of oonpaniqnship; 
television ney become a playmate" ( (i.ick & Levy,* 1971) ; As* a child ventures 
into the first full days of school, the reasons. for watdhing television be<3ape 
more oonplicated, Greenberg (1973) indicates that this aged child watches 
television largely out of habit, for arouScLL, and as a way of paSsing time. 
Ihis conclusion has been sv^ported^ Glick and Levy <1971) \iho labelled 
the television viewing of six to twelve year elds as an "in between" activity. 



/ 



Pot the. children in this age grocp, time spent in front of the television; 

•occurs in between school time, family time' and play tiine^. , Glick* and 

also noted additional reascxis for television watching among the sijcth 

* 

and seventh graders— television viewing can be as a family activity, 
a means of beinf^. aware of- current trends, a topic of Conversation among/ 
peers, and a reward for finishing school work or chores. / 

Qice again, Catlj^ine Jafonik's (1975) findings concerning sixth 
graders do not concur with the findings, of others.- JarcMiik found* sixth 
graders tc^, be highly selective viewers. When respcxiding to he^ 
questionnaire, 74 of 100 studoits answered that a "Special Program t / 



I 



Wanted to See" was their primary reason for viewing television. 
"Television Relaxes Me" was the second ^highest reason. 

, Eighth graders are subject to social influence outside the hat)te^ v^iich 
pull the teenager Iron the television (Glick &j^vy, 1971). A close / 
examination of Greenberg's (1973) survey discloses that none of me reasons 
'for watching televisim .moitioned by the younger children have much appeal / 
afnong teenager^ This can possibly be esqjlained by a general ^k of real- / 
de^caticn to television by this thirteen and over age qra^J Glick and / 



Levy, again reinforcing Greenberg's findings, believe that, 



^\the teei's 



atbenpt to escape family sitxaations, they tend to stay away from tte 



tetevision set also, retioming only \^hen itflDOOome oon\ 
avoid family aq^vities^or pressures. 

, Methods 



It to do so_to 
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^ubj^cts 

V Itie.saitple for this stiidy ^consisted of 105 studflfcits frc^ a midwest, 
subujrban junior, hic^i school. Specifically, there w/re 15 Wles* and 17 



fenales in the sixth grade ^oup; 17 males^u:)d 20 



in the seventh 



grade grcx5>; and 19 neles* artd 17, females in the eighth grade group. These 
childreh ware participating in their first, second, or third level speegh 
ocmnunicaticai class, tosed on observation as well as *COTversation with 
their teachers, these students seemed to be average to low achievers. 
They are generally from ndOdlfe to upper^iddle class families, often with 
both parents working. A high nunber of these children' are of Serman 
extraction and all are Caucasian. ^ 

Measurenent # > - * 

AiTDunt of Televisicyi Viewing aivi Types of -Programg Watghed . 
A List of all programs offered during the week was constructed from the - 

TV Tjuide for that week. Participants could record their program selections * 

and indicate that ^^proxiinate amount of tlite spent on each pTcgr^ <A11, 

Most, Some) . From these program lists two measures were derived., 

'^First, using 100%,. 67%, and 33^ to define A11,*Md^, ar^ Some of each 

program, totals were created for^how irony miniites of . television a child watched 

on each daiy. ^ ' 

Second, ^each of the programs was placed in a category. The categories 

were based on those used by Lyle and Hoffinian .(197],) and Jaronik (1975). 

The following categories were used in this study :J 

The cidvpiture program usually has a sinple theme, frequently dealing' 

i 

with the solving of ^jfme infraction of the law. The hero or heroes cjOfTitrol.^ 
events and overcome all obstacles. Exanples are, "Police Woman" and * '\ 
"StarslQ^ ana, Hutch. " " . 




Ihe cartoon/fantasy programs are done with ei1±er. aninated or conical, 
:s, or in the nature of fanciful^lor rtmantic thanes. 
Such shows are "Sj)^ ^gy", cr "Monster Squad", cS: "The Wonderful World of 
Disney*. " 

The documentary pfhjgram is a factual ^bcM not presented at recurring 

.times. An exanple of* suitdi' a program would be "The Last Vbyage of tha Argo 

- J ^ ^ ' ' 

Merchant." • 

I The dragna program is of a serious nature and is shc3^ at' a schediiled 
time each veek. The esiinples for such a program -are "Little House on the 
Prairie" and "Emergency One. " # * 

The* dramatic sequel program , like the dram, is amicus in nature; 
Tcwever, this' program^is prl^^v^ed within a *re.latively few prograramiSg slots. 
Ihe plot anA characters of these programs continue to develop over the 
short programrtdng time span. Examples of these programs are, 
"The Caption and the iCings" aid "Roots." \ ^ : 

Ihe educational program attenpts to en^^iasize materials vmch will 
help educate the viewer both mentally .and ^norally^ Unlike the documentary, ♦ 
these programs are presented at -a regular time. ' Sixih programs are 
"gesarte Street", and "Wild Kingdom" and "7^0 Club." . 

The game show deals with any type of non-athletic conpetiticn. "The Gong 

Show" and "Let's Make a Deal" are t^ examples of such programs.^ 

The movie programs enocttpass both the recently made-far-tele^sion 
* 

riovies as well as the edited versions of films which were originally . 
shown in movie theaters. Ihese movies are usually showi ^t a particular time 
each week of ten designated with a label euch as,. "The Movie of the W^k," ^ • 
or /The Eight O'clock Movie." ' ; \ 

10 



? The newg programs relate the events iAiidh have cxxnirred at the 
J.ocal^, state^^^^tional or international level. Hiis. type of shew. is 
aired a number of times a^c3ay^ every day. 
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The situation cxmedy is a hvirDrous program vdth a plot.^ Ihese shows 

" ' . . • ^ y " , ' 

/ ^3pear at- regular intervals, usually one a wee3c. Such pro^ams^are 
• "Gilligan's Island" and. "Maude." ' ' ' \\ 

Ttie special program can deal with a wide variety* of themes. It is, 
TxDw^er, seen only once during the television ,season, such as, "The Oscars" 



or "The Shirley MacLaine Special.^ 



^ \ - r 

Ihe sports shows present events which deal with athletic ccmmentaries , 

V. ^ 

events and oideavors. "Ih^ Wide World of Sports" and "Grandstand" are 

* t. ' 

exaitples of such programs . ^ ^ , ■ 

The talk show's format concentrates on the' interviewing of guests 

- ^ , 4 - • ' 

by^ host-. "Johnny Carson" and "Din2*i"^are exam{Jles of such programs-. 

The musical-variety^ program* specializes in li^-hearted entertainment 
such as songs, dance and comedy ^ts. j Examples of these programs are, 

"Anerican Bandstand" and "Carol Biffjiett." /\ 

\ ' ' • ' 



\ 
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' Reasons for Watching, Television /> \ ^ ' " , ' a- ^ ■ % - jf\ 

Children's reasons^ for \^tchijig" television were determined b/^a self- \ 

/ * * ' ' . • * 

riepdrt ranking' guestionnaire. Thd reasons \f*dch were presented , to t±^'' • . 
f ' . " , . ' ' • . ^ • ; 

children were 'bas^iii part on Greenberg's (1973) study. Tlie motdvaticaial \ 

category fonmilated by Gteenberg were: to #elax, fo^oonpapionship, to 

learn. about things, it is a habit, to pass the time, to help me learn al»ut * 

I % ^ ^ 

Dnyself , and for aroui^al. The reasons for watching television presented to 
the subjects iji this study were: (1) because ybu have. nothing else, to* do, 

{2) because it is one. of your favorite thin asjt o do, (3) to help you forget > * 

' ' * ' * V ^ ' . r " ^ ^ 

sotethijig that is bothering you, (4) to learn scinething, (5) because it ii _ 

otherwise ♦too guiet, (6) as a habit, (7) to relax, <8) vAien you're alone, 

- ' (-9) to help you get a*ay frcxn scSmeone, and (10) becjpuse someone else had ^ p 

turned it on. The reasons were randomly c^ered, and the children were ^ ^ 

asked to rank them all 'in order of their irtportance to 'the child as reasons y 

v*iy he .or she watchefiC television. ' • , ' • . ^ ' • 

Data gathering . ' * ^ ^ 

The data were collected during regular, school hours and the studei>ts. ^ 
were told that the knowledge acguired from the questionnaires would be 
shared with them in coni^ctiaffi wit^ ^eir class work on mass oomrnorvLcatiOn 
and television later iji the year (this vas done)! ? • ^ 
TJie data gather ing'was', divided .into two phases. First; the students 
received and ocrpleted a questionnaite asking them to rank the reasons for. 
' •watching, television, as well asT^o supply some basic biographical ^information. 
Al^'data was collected anonymously, . • ' . 



ERIC 



atlp *skxDnd pfiase.of the data, gathering cxxrurred one veek laiier. Itie 
program lists were pass^' out each school day for orie wei^r begijaruiaa 
.17,. ^1977. mne program lists for We<3nesday.' s vieiJdng/were oorpleted oh 
Thursday, and Thursday's lists were\conpleted on Friday. Cn the foljcwing 
Mayday, students were asked to complete program lists, for Erid^y, Saturday; 
and Sianday. .Due to high intferest on the part' of tha* students, irah]^ had • 
made mental nftes to help than recall^ their -v^ekend. viewing. 

Initially it had, been decided to assigti one \ooded number to each 




set of papers viiich he , or she^ would receive during the data gathering. 
However, .some sctudeits becapne suspicious when the same nuttter vghich appeared 
oh the first^ program list had also 'b^eyi present on ^ their questionnaires. 
Vlhen the students recognized^the. identification scheme, it was decidecS^ to 
sacrifice the coding process in otder to protebt the validity of the 
re^sonses. * " ^ • , ' ' '^^ 

Dat^ Analysis , ^ ^ • ' > 

The first research "question (Hew much time does eagh age and sex group 
spend watdiing television?) was tp'be analyzed using a three-way ebialysis ^ 
of vaj'iahce, two. levels of sex by three levels of grade by seven days of 
the week, with r^^eat^ measures orTeadi day. ' ♦ 

Ihe plailned analysis of the secjond research question <What categories 
^of programs are favored, by each age and sex group?) was to be oonductad in 
two steps. First a seri^ 6f fouifdfeen twaM«;ay analyses of Mjariance (sex by 
grcde) were to be used to cotpare the percentage of time spent in oach of 
the fdurbprrprogram cataagoriesr "Seocnd, aiK)ther twD-w;^ analysis of variance 

- with repeated measures (svibjects ty categories) was plann^ oonparijng the 

"» ♦ - • 

percQitage of time spent on each category by each child. ^ 



The proposed* analysis x)f the third research qvestion also involved two 
steps.' First; the P^fcman Ttest was to be'^erforraed- in 'order to cowpare 
the rankings assigned by qach child f©r all' ten reasons. Second, a series oi ' 
ten tvgo^-by^six/CM Square tes^s wDuid bd performed, cortparing the frequency " . 

' r : ■ ■ > ■ ' - 

with which each grade and sex ranked each of the ten reasons above and below * 
the median, at: «*iich all children ranked the reason. 

Due to the problejn of, not being able to code and .ider^tify each student's 
. program lists fi;fcni. to day, several of the analyses 'wefe^ performed 

diraerently than, initially intpnded. The anal^^is of 'the first 'research 
* question was p^|||^prted as a three-way ANOW^ with only a single replicate. 
The error term 'for the analysis was carpos^ of the residual plus all inter- 
actions except grade by s^. The second research qifestion was also analyzed 
through a'^three^way ANC^/A with a single replicate, cortparing grade and sex 
across^ categories. y , Binofe the higher order interactions, ^re expescted to be 
significant and int^:;pretable, the residual value alone was used for the 
error tferm. Tfl^e intended analysis of data for.^the tSlird research questioii was 
not affected, and the analysis was- conducted entirely as anticipated. 

^ . . ; ^ ^ 

Results 

' AHPupt of Television View?mg ^ ^ • ^ 

The results of the ANOVA (see Table A) re\3e^ed the ^s^tence of a 
significant main ef f ect ^f or sex (P = 4.86; df 1/30; £^.0^). An examination 
^i^f the^ceil means (see Table B) shews that females watched more television 
. fcthan' males (239.3 minutes per day for feitales versus 203^5 minuses per day 
for mal^s) • . . * ^ , 
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ANOWA— QUESTION 1 
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Soviroe of 
Variation 



Grade ' ' ^ 

Sex 

Day 

Graide X Sex 
Error 



Sum of 




Mean 






, Squares 


df 


Square 


F • 


P 


84879.45 


2 


42439.73 


15.34 


.01 


1345i.l3 


1 


1345i:i3 


4.S6 ^ 


.05 


119819.49 


6 


19969.91 


7.22 


.01 


54658.38 


2 


72329.19 


9.88 


.01 


82994.J87. 


30 


2766,50 







. TM3IE B 
AVERAGE VIEWING TBffi FOR EACH 



I Q«DE, SEX, AND DAY (F THE WEEK 



Variable 


* _ level 


♦ Mean* 




Grade 


6th ' 
< .8th 


- 28C.9 
188.0 
'(P^ 191.3 


1 


r 


Male 

^ Female 


203.5 
239.3 


. y - 


* 

. ^ Day of tt>e Week 


Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

5lTursday 

Friday 

Saturd^^ 

Sunday 


'j 179.8 
197.8 
171.1 
' 240.5 
... '-' 246.1 
; 333.4 
^ , 181.0 






• 








i 
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* 
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AVERAGE VnWIUG TIME BY 
GRM]E AND BY SEX*- • 






6th 


7th 

• 


8th ^ 





Male 
Fenale 



393.82 



192.93 
183.10 



201.55 
181.12 



ERIC 



203.60 
239.30 



284.90 188.00 191; 30' 

*Values are average no. of minutes <5f television watdied per child per day. 
Grand vaeesn ^221.45jmin^i^^^_ > J 



' A highly signifiyant main effectKfor ^ade was a]|o discovered (F = 1^.3k\ 

df 2/30; £<(»01), Further^analysis' consist Jf'^of the relatively liberal 

planned comparison post hoc test. This test was u^ed insteSd of the more 

desireable Scfief fe test because of the inability -^o' identify eW± indJtviduaL 

Student's responses produced cell sizes of one, and)k>cheffe requires division 
^ • ^ I > ^ 

by (n- - 1), which is impossible. The computed v^lue of ^the contrast of 

seventh and eighth graders combined in relatj.on to sixth graders was F' r 

which e^fce^ded the tabled value of F^/^q C.Ol) 56. Sixth grarfers seem . 

to be watching slightly more than one and one-half *hourfii moTXe television . 

per day than seventh and eighth graders. 

The ANOVA also revealed* a highly significant ma^ effect for day of 
the week ,(F = 7.22; df 6/30; £<(^.0l)# The post hoc test indicated that 
significantly more viewi-ng occured on Saturday , but*there were na other 
significant differences between any pf the other days. Again, the reduced 
cell size may have disguised other real differences. The mean viewing time 
for each ^of^ the test days can be seen in Table B, . " 

The final result of this AMQVA reveale* a higllly 8ignificant;Ly effect 
for grade-by-sex interaction (F a 9.88; df 2/30^ £<[[.0l) • Table C shows, 
more clearly' the interaction of grade and sex. While sixth grade femfeles 
mar^dly exceed sixth grade males in time spent viewing television, seventh 
and eighth grade males slightly exceeded the females in viewing time. ' 

Types of Programs Watched 

Since percentages of time sjpent viewing tel^ision by each p*ade and 
6ex would all total 100?^, one cate^ry was dropped from the analysis so the * 
Colunm totals would not be identical. The analyses which were computed 
for grade and for sex, therefore, could not possibly iiave been significant 



15 



'and were not of interest in this^'analysis. 

As can be 3een in Table D, there was a hi^ily .significant main effect 
for category (F^= 31.97; df 12/24; £^.01). The planned ccnparison post 
hoc^test was again used to discover differences between the categories. 

significant difference occurred between the category "situation conedyV and 
all'Other categories. Also, categories "adventure," "cartoon/fantasy" and ^ 
"games" exceeded cill r^ipaining categories. means for each category are 

cfcxitained in Table E. , 

The sex by category interaction also shews a significant difference' 
(F = 2.28; df 24/24; p ^..05). An examination of male and fenaie mean 
^percentages for each eatery is possible in Table E.- 

sex by category iAteracticn was not significant. 



Reasons for Watching Televisicxi 

- ^ •- *^ 
r ' ' ' ' . . . 

This final research question was approached in two ways. First, the 

* • , 

FriescitBn test was oonpited to determine if, ,for each grade and sex combination, ; 
^ there are any differences in the way the subjects ranked the ten reasais. 
As irxiLcated in Table F, the ccnputed^ values for tK^Friedmah test for each 
grade and sex gr <xsg exceed the tabled Chi Square value with "Reasons minus one" 
degrees of freedom at the- £^.01 level of 21.67.' ' It is oaicladed that for 
all grade- and sex^groips, the reasons are not equally impDrtant. A non- 
parametric jiost hoc test was then conducted discover exactly vrfiere the 

rankings differences v^ere within each sex and grade.- Ttie follcwing' results 

\ 

were obtained^ " . . 
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Vairiation ^ 

Grade ( 
Sex 

Category 
X5rcde X Sex 
Grade' x Category 
Sex X Category 
Error 



TAEilf;! D 

- - / 

ANCfWA—QUESnCN 2 



Sum of 
.Squares 



i 



.00003 
.00000 
- . 55825 
.00004 
'. 03728 
.03945 
.03451 



df 



^ -2 
1 

i 12' 
2. 
24 
12 
24 



Mean 
Square 



'.00001 
. 00000 
. 04652 
.00002 
.00155 
.00329 
.00144 



32.30 

l!08 
2.28 



ns 

ns 
^.01 

ns 
t ns 
^.05' 



tabu: e 



Percentage "of Vievdng Time for Males 
and Females in Each Category 



Category - 



Male 



Ferale 


Overall 


•■9.70 


11*18 . 


1<?.S5 


12.05 


2.23 


2,19 


'7.92' ; 


i.m 


2.23 


1.86 


" 3.36 


3.42 


8.26 ' 


11.50. 


2.09 


2.58 


40,74 


■ - 33.90 


2.14. 


• 1.90 


2.07 ■ 


■ 3.72 


2.30 


2.02 


4.65 


5.00 


1..76 . 


1.64 


^98. 24^ 


98.36 



Mvent\B?e' 
Cartoon/femtasy 
Docvnientary 
DsranlBi ' ^ 

Bduqaticxial * 
Gane ' 
MDvie 
News 

Sitiaation Comedy 
^iecial . 
Spocts * 

Masical *. " , / 
Dramatic Seqoa^ 

TOTAL 



/ 




98.49 



sixth Grade Ftoales I Reasons 1 and 2 cxinbined (as lifted iii the 

^ * neai5urefnent section pf this paper) \>^e ranked 
"-ncre fav©a3bly than the cxxtfcination of reasons 
4^5, and 6, 

Sixth Grafie Males \ Reasoh 6 vas ranked igpre favorably than both reason 

.5 ^nd reason 9. ' , - • 

Seventh Grade Faral^ Reason 1 and 7 was ranked more favorably than reason 

9. \ / - ^ 

Seventh Grade Maleis Reasons 1 and 7 ogiribined were ranked more > 

fa^^rably than^ reasons 3 and 9 combined. 

Eighth Grade Females Reason 1 was ranked more .favorably than reasons 

4,5, and 1, and reaison 3 was ranked more 
^favorably than reason 4. 



1 ■ 

\ed w^e 1 

favorably than reasons 6, 9, andr lO cornbined. 



Eighth Grade Males'^ • Reasons 1 and 7 ccrnbined \^e ranked ifore 



^ ^eccHidly, a Chi Square analysis was used to assess 'whether,^ for each reason^ 
there were any significant differences, between the frequaicies that each grade 
and sex group ranked the reason above or belc^v the median at which all students 
ranked the reason. * Th^re vgere no significant dif feroioes in the ranking of . 
reasons 1, .2, 5, 8, .9, and 10 for each grovp of students. Hha greatest Chi Square 
value here was 8*00 (df = 5; £ ^.15). Reasons 3;4,6, and 7 did show_signJ^ficant 
I differences in rankings for each cateigory of stud^ts. 

For reason 3, "Television helps me' forget soroething," the conpa^^ 
Chi*Square value was 11.30 (df = 5; £ = .0^5)^ Ihe seventh grade falhales^ 
as well as i»th ei^th^^adje feroaLes and males, considered this reason especially 
descriptive of their motivations for watching television. Uteir rankings tended to 
place this reason above the median. Sevaith grade males and sixth grade . 
males and fenales i^mked this ire&son bel^j^^^ the median. ^ , '^'^ 



TAHUE F 
FRIEDMAN 1EST VALUES 



Grade S^jc X £ 



6 , f' • 32.it) • <.01 

6 ■ f • M ' 80.72 • <.01 

7 • F • 73.72 ^.01 

7 • ■ M> " .28.57 ^.01 

8 F 29.92 ♦ ■ ^.01^ 
8 M 36.20 , y.Ol 
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For reason 4/ "I watch television td learn sorething," the cxuputed C3ii 

- 

Square value was 12. [75 (df = ^; £ = .026) . Sixth grade males, Seventh grade 
roales ^nd females, and^ighth grade nales ranked this reason -inportant* T!he 
fenales in Both sixth and eighth grades_tsided .to rank 'reason 4 below the itedian.. 

For reason if, watch television as a 'habit," the axrixited Chi Square vattvie 
was 16.76 (df = 5; £ = •'1)05 ) . fteles in sixth' and seventh grades and fema^s ' 
in ei^th grade ranked this'feasoh above the median. Sixth grade females 
and eighth grade nalete riore often ranked this reason belw the median. 

For reason 7, "I watch television to relax^" the ccrpated Chi Square , 
value was 24.02 (df = 5; £ = ;0002). The Seventh grade ' females and males 
ranked th^ reason above the median, while the females in both sixth and - 
eighth grades |!:Aded to place this reaisori belcw the median. ^ 

Discussion and Conclusions 



Arpunt' of Television Viewing * ^ - 

% Several, differences between tMs ^tdy and previous research were discovered 
with respect to the amount-of television viewing. Witty (1957) and Lyle. and Hof finan 
(1971) indicated that tl^e^ amount of te laijj^sion- watjche^ by both sexes was 
approximately the ^ame, v*iile Jaronik (1975) discovered that pales^^^ere 
watching slightl^^ more television ,than females. In this study, females were" 
watching mt^e television than males overall,, thou^ this dif fereioe was strictly v 
ancng sixth graders. Shulman (1^73) found that a reduction in television viewing time 
occurred in the ei^th gracte or witjtsfthe begijtoing of teen years. Hiis study 
seemed to indicate that the redgdticn of time that students spend v^tching ^ 
television occurs between th^ sixth and_seventh grades, during the pre-?t^i years. 
This stu(3y^ concluded that^-'J>art±cipants viewed significantly more television'on 
Saturday than, on any qtlier day. contrast, Lyle and Hoffman found that Sunday 
television .viewing Surp^issed all other days, and Jaronik found that. Saturday 

' - ■ ' ■ . .21 
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viewing exceeded Sunday. vghich exceeded tte oth^ frJe days of thej«^eek. 

There arei hcSwever, soie interestiito similarities between these result^ 

' I I / 

and those .of other authors. Japonik f<wnd that siudoits of the sixth, 

/ ■ 

seventh, and eig^ith grades are watching aE^oxin^tely two hours more 
television on Saturday than on other flays of thfe week. We are also in accord 
when she notes that these students are watchu^g apiproximately' five hours of 
televii^on. on schc»l ni^ts. Lyle ^id Hoffrnan, Shulinan, and Jaronil^ 
each noted" that nany stu(3ents in .these gradies were watching tele^^ion as 
late as 11:00 p.m. on school nights. Our findings indica^i^^that these 
students are' indeed watching televisiai at '11:00 p.m., ar£d a substahtial 
nutttoer of the students continue to watch television at even later hours, 



Types of Programs Watched ' ^ _ 

The findings 6f this study.with regard to the types of programs 

watched -are also interesting when. oOTpared to previous research. The most 

^^^^^^ t 

appar^t finding here is that '"situation, ocxvsdt/" is the crvervAielming' favorite 
of the participants at. all grade lev^els. , 1he*next mostfpop«llar program 
cate<x3riBs are "advaiture," "cartoon "fantasy, " ?nd "movies." Uie pc^^ularity 
of these categories ccncurs with earlier^ research, Uiere are, Ixwever, 
some major differences between these findings and those of previous authors.^ 
Morris (1971), Lyle and Hoffman - (1971) , St4?eicher and Bonny (1974), ^nd' 
Jaronik (1975) all fcwnd that "drama" programs enjoyed a progressive , ^ 
pqpularity as children beoorae older. Altho(igI} this study found that drama 
has a generally high following anmg all of the study's grades, it did; 
not 's^sm to a^3preciably increase in preference ancaig older students. 
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Ihe second Philadelphia study (American Research Bureau, 1969) found that 
television movies are more popular with the children of seventh aani 



eighth ^ades than those of the sixth grade, fcut oar re; 



indicate that 



the ratings for the /category "movie" do not vary significantly from gr;ade 
C^. to grade. An interesting result ooncems the preferjences of students toward, 
"educational" anJ^'news" program categories. A arall nanber of sixth, 
seventh, and eighth grade female^ watch eiiucational programs, but the 
popularity of the^ programs is even lower among the male students. On 
^ the othet* hknd, a small niirb^ of male students watch the news, |rfiile virtually 
no tenales 'in this sample did so. Jaronik arrived at ^he same conclios-ions 



sixth grade sairple. 



Reascais for Watching Television - , ^ ' ' 

^ Tr>e i^esults of this study^ generally indicate that the irotivc^tions 
for watchipg television are different for each sex and grade, bu£ we . 
were not able to discern any apparent inaturing pattern ^as the childrai 
gti^ older. Hiis finding may conflict with Lyle and Hpffoan's * (1971) 
hypothesis that childr^ of tfiis ag-p^^oup mature in the they use 
television .as they grow older. 



■ 



Pferhaps the most obvious area for further research is that a ^jtJre 

detailed analysis be made of the motivational factors for itaking individual 

progr^ selecticns. ^\xdi a stix3y would give television producers a better 

indication ,of certain programs are rrot^ "pepuiar than oth^s, advertisers 

a better knowledge of th&ir^audience,^ and televisicn researchers $ clearer 

understanding of how and why program select icms are rtede. ^ecc«>dly, 

longitudinal research is clearly needed, also including additional ^ade 

levels. A year- long, study may indicate deascaial differences' in students'" 

viewing habits, allow for the influences of school activities to be dis-- - 
♦ 

covered, and account for the effect* of the introductiai of new programs/ 
The inclusion of. more grade levels would allcw a better carparative analysis 
of the dif feirent agfe groups and a better opportunity to see the development 
of television viewing preferences from childhood to adulthood. Perhaps, 



also, following a particular grovp of children for seme fiiinber of years 



might yield even more interesting devSlopniental infonnation. Third, furth^P^ 
Study of the re^tionship.^betw^^ various ^asE»^ of televisi^ vi^win^ ^ ' 
and school achievement is clearly needed. 4 ' 
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